The Morocco Problem

polite and evasive answers. And in March 1904 the Kaiser
had told the King of Spain in the presence of the German
Ambassador, when they were together at Vigo, that he was
not seeking territory in Morocco but only to secure equal
opportunity of trading and the participation of German,
capital in the development of that country. (This statement
embarrassed the Wilhelmstrasse, who even at that time would
have liked to have sent a warship to Tangier on some pretext.)
Germany's point of view was defined by Holstein in June
as follows: If Morocco were to fall into the hands of France
this would mean the introduction of the French prohibitive
system and the exclusion of German trade and capital.
Proximity of frontiers alone was no reason for dairning
preferential political treatment. To permit a question in.
which German interests were involved to be settled without
her co-operation would be injurious to her prestige. If
others were permitted to ignore Germany in Morocco with-
out protest this would be an encouragement for the same
thing to happen elsewhere. Besides, Germany possessed
considerable commercial interests there already. It was these
considerations which had determined the Wilhelmstrasse to
insist upon the drastic step of a demonstration at Tangier.

This event, which startled Europe, raised suspicions in
France of Germany's desire to crush her whilst her ally
Russia was still incapacitated as a result of the Russo-Japanese
War. In England it was regarded as a manifestation against
the recently concluded Anglo-Franco rapprochement. In
the meantime France had proposed a series of reforms to
the Sultan. The latter now asked whether he might reckon
on Germany's support if he refused the French proposals so
long as these were not sanctioned by a conference of the
Powers. He was told he might. However, the German
Government were now embarrassed by French overtures as
to what Germany would expect from France as the price of
her consent to a French Protectorate over Morocco. Rouvier,
the French Prime Minister, suggested some arrangement
might be made. The German Government found itself in

352